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The Mind of Christ - Week 2  
Christ’s Freedom - Philippians 2:1-5 

Philippians 2:1 If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort 

from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make 

my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose.  

3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than 

yourselves.   4 Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of 

others. 5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus 

 

 We saw last week that in Christ we are alive. 

 When we desire the flesh over the spirit there is a big clash in our 
minds. 

 How does the fleshly mind work? 
Who do you talk to the most? Yourself  
When you do talk, what do you talk about?? Yourself 

 The formula we use: Self-worth = performance + others opinions. 

 When we use this formula, we allow our flesh to trap us into a 
performance-based acceptance. 

 Thus, Christ teaches us that we must be single-minded. 

 The training of our mind is a pivotal part of growing in Christ. 
 
Possible Obstacles Satan Throws at Us 
1. Needing the approval of others 

 We can become addicted to this need of approval. 

 Our natural strengths will always fight against our dependence on 
God and the approval He has already given to us. 
2. Holding on to a sense of hopelessness 

 The sense of hopelessness will either drive us to a fresh dependence 
on God or into passive depression or quiet depression. 

 The mind of Christ was never passive. 
3. Living by rules instead of faith 

 For us to experience what Christ has provided through justification, 
we must receive it through our biblical, personal relationship that God 
offered us at salvation. 
4. Needing to be in control  

 Jesus chose the life of lowliness. 

 Pride has been the foe ever since Adam and Eve. 

 Pride overestimates oneself and underestimates others. The lowly 
spirit takes on the characteristics of servanthood. 
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 God is trustworthy and giving up control must be an act of faith and 
obedience. 

 Understanding our complete forgiveness and acceptance does not 
promote a casual attitude towards sin or God’s will. 
 
 
 
Why is obedience so important? 
The love of God and His acceptance of us is based on grace. It is not 
based on our ability to impress God with our good work. 
 
1. Christ’s love compels us to obey. 

This love of God should motivate us to have not just the mind of Christ 
but also the love of Christ towards others. 

 
2. Christ’s love shows us how destructive sin can be. 

“Grace is not a point of doctrine or a point of theology, it’s the person of 
Jesus Christ.” 

 
3. God’s discipline allows the Holy Spirit to convict us of sin. 
 
The difference between God’s punishment and God’s discipline: 

 Punishment shows God’s wrath towards sin; discipline releases 
God’s love. 

 Punishment is to avenge a wrong; discipline is to correct a wrong 
and make it right. 

 Punishment will bring alienation; discipline brings reconciliation. 
 Punishment brings guilt; discipline brings a righteous lifestyle. 
 Punishment is directed to all non-believers; discipline reminds 

me I am a child of God. 
 
Final Thoughts 
Jesus Christ is worthy of our obedience and our love and worship. 


